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UPDATE:  HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY OPPOSES
STATE LEGISLATURE’S PROPOSAL FOR INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING

 

 Honolulu, Hawaii – Today, the Honolulu City Council unanimously adopted Resolution 11-116 
which urges the Hawaii State Legislature to defer action on House Bill No. 638, HD1 SD1 which 
would force the City & County of Honolulu along with the County of Hawaii to implement a new 
type of voting procedure during special elections called ‘instant runoff voting’ or ‘ranked choice 
voting’ which requires voters to rank candidates in order of preference rather than merely selecting 
one candidate to vote for. 

Honolulu City Councilman Tom Berg, who was elected on 29 December 2010 in a special election to 
fill a vacancy on the council, describes the sudden push for ranked choice voting this way:  “It’s a 
huge infringement on the long established concept of home rule and an assault on our democratic 
form of government in clear violation of the Constitutional principle of one man-one vote.  It’s also an 
unfunded, discriminatory mandate on just two of our four counties during a time of scarce resources.  
And it’s obviously a partisan, vendetta-flavored overreaction to the elections of Charles Djou to 
Congress and Tom Berg to the City Council, both of which occurred during special elections.”

Berg continued:  “It’s a non-reform masquerading as a reform.  Bill 638 will destroy our democratic 
form of representative government by further suppressing the two party system and perpetuating a 
one party stranglehold on Hawaii.  Minority representation will be harder to achieve.  And if anything 
has been proven in recent months, it’s that Democrats alone cannot run Hawaii properly.”

The State House bill, introduced by Berg’s former opponent for State House, Rep. Rida Cabanilla, is 
scheduled to be considered by a conference committee tomorrow morning at 10:30am at the State 
Capitol in conference room 325.

#      #      #      #      #

OFFICIAL CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION:
http://www4.honolulu.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-111420/11-116.doc

http://www4.honolulu.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-111420/11-116doc
http://www4.honolulu.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-111420/11-116doc


Today Honolulu Hawaii Education Land Money Company Blog
 

Daily Archive Topics Discussions Events

Member sign-in Subscribe
  

Thursday, April 21st, 2011 Honolulu, HI 5:33 AM

2

Civil Beat/Adrienne LaFrance

Honolulu City Council: No Instant Runoff Voting
By Adrienne LaFrance  04/20/2011

Un-American, ill-advised and expensive. The Honolulu City Council

has a long list of reasons as to why state lawmakers ought to kill a

move meant to improve its current voting system.

Council members on Wednesday passed a resolution urging state

lawmakers not to pass House Bill 638, which would bring instant

runoff voting to Honolulu and other counties. The measure is two

steps away from passing with state representatives set to discuss it

in a conference committee Thursday morning.

Instant runoff voting allows voters to rank their candidates by

preference instead of choosing a single candidate. Advocates for the system say it enables the candidate with

the most general support to win. If no one wins the majority, the candidate with the fewest number of votes is

removed from the race, and the eliminated candidate's votes are transferred to the voters' second-choice

candidate. This process continues until a winner emerges.

The council's opposition is ironic given that instant runoff voting has garnered public interest in large part

because of a December council race. In that race, Tom Berg was one of 14 candidates in a special election to

represent District 1 and won with just 2,326 votes — or 4.3 percent of registered voters.

Berg on Wednesday called instant runoff voting "un-American," but acknowledge that he likely would have lost

the December 2010 special election that got him to the council under such a system.

"I think the legislature taking this up has been ill-advised," Berg said. "It makes sure there is a stomping and

squashing ... to make sure that someone like a Berg doesn't get here. It's not only complicated and sloppy but

it has a real underpinning... to do something of ill-will to the American way."

Instant runoff voting is controversial, and has been implemented with mixed results in cities across the U.S.

Other council members also expressed concern about implementing instant runoff voting, particularly given the

estimated $800,000 the city's elections administrator said it would take to implement.

"They price modifications at roughly $200,000 to implement this type of system," said GlenTakahashi, the city's

elections administrator. "That's not the whole of it though."

Takahashi said it would also cost an additional $250,000 for a "top-to-bottom review" of a new system by an

independent testing authority and $300,000 to educate the public.

City Council Chairman Nestor Garcia told Civil Beat on Tuesday that he sees it as an "unfunded mandate" from

the state, and doesn't like it.

Other City Council members argued that changing the current voting system would create unnecessary

confusion.

"I strongly support this resolution to send a signal to our brothers and sisters at the Legislature not to tinker

with the way we do things," Cachola said. "If it's not broken, don't fix it."

City Council member Tulsi Gabbard Tamayo said she shared her colleagues' concerns, and also emphasized

her worry that it would drive down already-abysmal voter turnout. She also talked about witnessing the first

Democratic elections in Iraq when she was deployed there with the Hawaii Army National Guard.

"I draw inspiration from that because men and women literally risked their lives to let their voices be heard,"

Gabbard Tamayo said. "Their turn-out was almost double what we have here."
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 1 

URGING THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII TO DEFER ACTION ON 
HOUSE BILL NO. 638, H.D. 1, S.D. 1. 
 
 
 WHEREAS, if enacted into law, House Bill No. 638, H.D. 1, S. D. 1, would have 
unknown impacts on Hawaii’s counties; and 
 
 WHEREAS, H.B. No. 638, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, would require the use of the instant 
runoff voting (IRV) method for elections for county offices in which no primary election is 
held and in special elections that would normally be subject to a runoff election if a 
candidate was not elected by majority vote in the initial special election; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to H.B. No. 638, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, voters may rank 
candidates for office in order of preference, and votes are then tabulated so that if no 
candidate receives a majority of votes, the candidate with the least number of votes is 
eliminated and the votes for the eliminated candidate are automatically transferred to 
those voters’ second choice candidate, as if the votes were cast in a traditional election 
runoff; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the voting procedure described in H.B. No. 638, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, will 
complicate election ballots and outcomes, and educational tools need to be prepared 
and disseminated prior to its implementation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, H.B. No. 638, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, is applicable only to elections for 
county offices; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in his testimony before the Senate Committee on Judiciary and 
Labor on H.B. No. 638, H.D. 1, the Chief Election Officer of the Office of Elections, 
stated: 
 

The Office of Elections takes no position on this bill, however, we would like to 
note that this bill would have a significant impact on county elections, which 
utilize special elections held in conjunction with the Primary Election, and that a 
subsequent run off special election, held in conjunction with the General Election, 
is required if a candidate does not obtain a majority.  As such, we would defer to 
the counties as to any public policy issues that the counties may wish to raise as 
to the manner in which their elected officials such as mayor or council members 
are elected. 
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 WHEREAS, it could be interpreted that under the provisions of H.B. No. 638, 
H.D. 1, S.D. 1, the regular mayoral and city council elections would be decided at the 
City and County of Honolulu’s first special election, which is held concurrently with the 
statewide primary election, since no separate runoff election among the two top vote 
getters would be held concurrently with the statewide general election; and 
  
 WHEREAS, since total voter turnout in a statewide primary election is typically 
much smaller than in a statewide general election, the forced use of IRV at first special 
elections would deprive the typically larger general election voting electorate the 
opportunity to hear from, evaluate and ultimately cast their vote on one of the two top 
vote getters in the first special election; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the passage of the bill would present uncertain and possibly 
significant fiscal impacts on county and state elections offices – particularly with regard 
to the preparation of voter educational materials, conducting county-wide voter 
education campaigns, procuring of elections firmware and software, ballot printing and 
distribution, postage costs, and elections staffing; now, therefore, 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it 
opposes the approval of House Bill No. 638, H.D. 1, S.D. 1 and urges the State 
Legislature to defer further action on House Bill No. 638, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, and 
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 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that this Resolution be transmitted to the Speaker of 
the House and all members of the House of Representatives of the Hawaii State 
Legislature and the Senate President and all members of the Senate of the Hawaii 
State Legislature. 
 

       INTRODUCED BY: 
 
                                                                      
 
                                                                      
 
                                                                      
 
                                                                      
 
                                                                      
 
                                                                      
 
                                                                      
DATE OF INTRODUCTION: 
                                                                      
 
                                                                                                              
Honolulu, Hawaii          Councilmembers 
 


